{ PROF OSIT ©) 


J Concerning 
: CHVRCH.GOVERMENT 
AND 


OR DINATION 
MINI 'STERS, 


EDENBURGH: 


Printed by Evan T yler,Printer to the 
Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 16 47. 
And Reprinted at LonD0N for 
Robert Boſtoch,, at the Kings head 
In Pauls Church: yard. 1647> 


* 7 bro Os 


&» « 


rut Lieut HONGRASLE 


THE 


LORDSaxti COMMONS, 


PA RLIAMENT: 
[Thehuribfe adviceofthe Aſſembly 


5 of Divines, now ficting by Ordiarice 


: of Parliartictir ar WESTMINSTER, 
< Cry 6 CHURCH GOVERN MENT. 


OE NS nth WEE hens 
The Preface. 


- Eſos'Chriſt upon whoſe ſhouldets the Gaydrnmene 
is, whoſe name is called Wonderful, Counſellor, 

che Mighty God elieevedaſtingFacher, cht Prince ©-9- 5.7: 
of Pekes;, of the enercaſe of whole Goverment an 
Peace rhereſiut benoerid;whoſitraporrthe rhrorie 
of David, and upon his Kingdom to order it,gfid'ro" 
” Oablih it with Judgment and Juſtice, from henedforch/ even' for 
;gever, having all power given unto him in Heaverrand'n Bereh'by Mar.28.18 
"he Father, who raiſed him from the dead and fer him on his own wn Eph.1. 
;Right Hand, far above all Principalities and Power, and Might and ING 
Dominion, and every Name that is named, not only in this World, Compared 
but alſo in that which is to come, and ut allrhings under his feet, with Eph, 
© and gave hitn to be the head over alt things, to the Charch which 4.841.and 
Jis his Body, the fulneſs of him thar filleth allin all; He behg FRO 
$ up far above all _—_ that he ——— fill alt 
rErtis Church; and' neceflary” for Rav 
ofhix Chttteh, and perfe rs: ny 


_ A 0 
855 ” f 


Co 
- is one General Chunch viſible þeld forth.in the News 
1! h&X 8 Ovr. Þ2. 12,13,28, Smoky, Rk the: reſt» 

of the Chapter. TILED 
The Miniſtry, Oracles, and Ordinances of the New Teſtament, 
arg given by Jeſus Chriſt to the General Church viſible, for the ga- 
thering and perfeting of i in this life until his ſecond coming, 

1 Cor. 12. 28. Eph. 4. 4,5. compared with ver/. 10, 11, 12, 13. 

15,46. of the ſame Chapter. 
Particular, viſible Churches, Members of the General Church are 

alſo held forth in the new Teſtament, Gal.1. 21, 22. Rev. 1. 4. 30, 

and Rev.2. 1. Porcicahge Churches in. the Primitive times were 

made bp of viſible Saints, viz. Of ſachas being of age profeſſed 
faith in-Qhrift; andlobedience nnto;Cheiſt,. according. ta the Rule 
of Faith and Life taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Apd of their 

Children, As 2. 38,41. As 2.verſc laſt, compared with As 

5.14. T Cor, 1. 2: compared with the 2 Cor. 9.13. As 2.39. 1 

Cor.714. Roms. 11-16. and ſo forward, ark 10. 14. compared 

with Math.19.13,4. Luke 18.15,16. 


Of the Officers of the Church, 


- He Officers which Chſt hath appointed for-the; edification of / 
.* his Church, and the perfecting of the Saints, are, OY 
Some extraordinary, as Apoſtles, Evangeliſts and Prophets,which 
we cmaled.- 7; f..--; : 
- Others ordinary and perpetual, as Paſtors, Teachers, and other. 
Church Govemorsand Deacons. w_ 


Paſtors. 


"THe Paſtor is anprdiriary and perpetual Officer in the Church, | 

= fer.,3-15,16,17. Prophecying of the time of the Goſpel, x _ 
Pet. 5. 2,3,4- Eph.4.11,12,13. 

Firſt, It belopgs te his office; 

_ To pray for and with his flock as the mouth of the people unto. 

God, Als 6. 2,34. Ats 29. 36, Where Preaching and Prayer. 

| are. 


BP 7 S ww 


are joyned as ſeveral parts of the ſame Office, James 5. 14,15, 


The Office of the Elder, that is the Paſtor, is to pray for the ſick, 
even in private, to which a bleſſing is eſpecially promiſed, much 
more therefore ought he to perform this in the publick execution 
of his Office as.a x xx Mbes 7X I. Cor.14:verſ; 5165-0 5 + 

To read the Scripture publickly, for the proof of 'which;- 

L. That the Prieſts and Levites in the Jewiſh Church;yyere truſt- 
ed with the publick reading of the Word, as is proved, Dex. 31. 
9,10,11. Neh.8.1,2, and 13. 5 2:44," 5 

2. That the Mmilters of the Goſpel have as ample a Charge and 
Commiſſion to diſpence the Word as wel as other Ordinances, as 
the Prieſts and Levites had under the Law proved, 1/a. 66. 21. 
Mat. 23.34. where our Saviour intituleth the Officers of the New 
Teſtament whom he wil ſend forth by the ſame names of the tea 
chers of the Old. Tn EO 71h 

Which Propofitionsprove, that therefore (the duty being of a 
Moral nature ) it followeth by juſt conſequence, that the. publick; 
reading of the Scriptures belongeth te the Paſtors Office. | 

To feed the Flock by Preaching of the Word according to which: 
he is to teach, convince, reprove, exhort and comfort, 1-Tim.3. 2.. 
2 Tim. 316,17. Tit.1.9. : r4 

To Catechiſe,which is a plain laying down the principtes- of. tho 
Oracles of God, Heb. 5.12. or of the Doctrine of Ghrilt, andis a 
part of Preaching. OS 

To diſpence other divine myſteries, 1 Cor. 4-1,3. ; 

.. To adminiſter the Sacraments, . Mat. 28. 19, 20. ark, 16.15; 
16. 1 Cor.11:23,24,25. compared. with 1 Cor.10.16. 

To bleſs the People from God, Numb. 6. 23,24,25,26. compa- 
red with Rev.14.5.. (where the ſame bleſſings. and Perſons from . 
whom they come are expreſly mentioned) 1/4.56.21. Where un-- 
der the names of Prieſts and Levites to be continued under the 
Goſpel, are meant Evangelical Paſtors, who therefore are by Office 
to bleſs the People, Deut.10.8. 2Cor13.14. Eph.1.2: . 

To takecare of the poor, Atts 11. 30. As 4. 34, 35,36, 37: 
Atts 6:2,3,4, 1 Cor. 16. 1,2,3,4 Gal. 2.9,10. 

And he hath alſo a ruling you over the flock as a Paſtor, x 
Tim..5.17. Ats 20.17. and 28. 1Thef. 5.12, Heb.13.7,17:: 


Teacher 


Teacher or Doftor, 

hn = eng nn" of Teller, w 
well as of the Paſtor, 1 Cor. 12. 24S Epheſc4. 11. 
If 2 Miniſter of the Words welas the Paſtorgarkd hack 
afacininiſtratioer of the Sacraments. 

| ing given different gifts, and diver$exerciſes 2CCHT'- 
Po -— ifts 10 the Miniſtry of the Word, Kews. 1 2.6, 7, 8. 
Inns moe 7 oy ny ext, 


according] > d-che fame Miniſter, 1 Cor:1 495] 
— Ti. 1. 9. _— be ſeverak Minifters m. ole face 


Congregation, they may —  ————————_— 
ding to the different gifts in which eachof them excel, 
a" ray I Pet.4.10,1 F. and he thavdothimore'exchity &x- 


in ſound Doctrine, and in odevids 
ang Ky mf ern rd accordingly in 
therein, may: be called a Teacher, of Boftor! { the places? al- 
by. the Notation of the Word derh Propoſition Y 
Newerthdles where is but one Miniſter in aparticutar ls 
en; he isto perform, ſo far as he is able, the "wotle of li 
niftty,. as appcareth in the! 2 Tim74.2. Tit.1.g. beforcalledyod; 
I T 1m. 6.2. 
A Teacher or Door is of moſt excellent uſe in Schools; and 
Univerſities, as of. old in'the Schoolsof pe Jes 
Glem, where Gawsalie! andtohers tangin az Doors; —o 


_ , Other Church Governors. 


'$ there were in the Jewiſh Cluxch, Elders of the people j 

ned with the Prieſts and Levites in the Government of 
Chunch (a5appcarcthin the 2 Chro 19..8, 9, 10..) So Chriſt, who 
bath inſtitur Government, and Goyernors Ecdeſiaſtical-in'the 
Church, hack fixniſhed forme in his Churth, beſide the Miniſters of 


the Word, withgifts for Government, and with commitfion-t6 
execute the ſame when called thereunto, who are to joyn with the 


Miniſter in the Government of the Church, Roms. 12. 7, 8. 1 Cor. 
32-284 which Officers, Reformed Churches commonly cal Elders, 


Deacons 


Degcons. 


doth hold out Devcons as diſtin Officers in 


"YI Senpunce 
the Church, Phih 1.7, 1 JErpng Tow ore 
2 7 596.3.8. to verſe 15. APs 641,2,3 "i IgE itbe- 


humans the Ward renin ogg 
take ſpecial care Rr dering ro the EI 
64,3.3.4 40d the verles following. 


Of pertiewlar Congregations 
FOI there be fixed TIED 
of Chriſtians to meet in one af= . 


rs 


AS NC ITS arp} 6g 1 Cor. 
—_— » 3Ga Let oll things be done unto edifying, and verſes 33. 


The pay __ diſtin Congrega- 
_ " or elficatoa , s by the reſpeeiv 


boner ing. Deu.15.7, 
- Birſt, Beet el cogether, being bound to all kind 21 
of maral quition tenor ore bave the a he bercoopporaiy they OS 


by to di hich maral "4 tual, for : 
_ ED the honed TY Guat Maar $07 


ut to 


_ ap Armas” rrmagay be ſoordered 
Rand the moſt convenient uſe of the —— and dif 


_ of Moral duties without reſpe& of Perſons, 1 {or. 14. 
TI wxte, cAify ing. Heb. 39. 24, 25. Jam. 


bn tee mak 
ay tree Ana wy CR gs: 


Of the Officers as a particular Congregation, 


"Or Officers in aft ation, there enghtto be one at _ 
' theleaſt, both to Dara 6 Word and. -Dokino, and to 
Rille, Prov.2g.18. L orapay Hebagoy. - 
** Tt tsalfo requiſite,that there ſhould be otheis to- joyn: Govern | 
"ment; I Cor.1 2.28: 
And likewiſe it is requiſite, that chere be others to: take fork 
care for the relief of the poor, Atts 6.2, 3. 
 Thenumber of each of which sts beptoportioned according to 
the condition of the Congregation. | 
"Theſe Officers' are to meet together ut- convenient and ſet times, 
for the wel ordering of the affairs of a Camps each.accor- 
* fo lis :Office.” "=o {21 LIED. 
is moſt expedient that wv theſe eeotings;! one whole Oilice is 
'to Shi in the Word and-Dofrine; d0- OT UR eaDS 
_ I Tim-5.17. 


-"6f the FE 2 partietey PII Weak 7 


Hevrdinances in a ſingle Congregation, are Prayer Thaikſgj- 
* ving, and ſinging of Pſalms,1-Tim.2. ver/. 1. 1 Cor, I415, 
16. The Fo read ( although there follow no immediate expli- 
—_ of whatis read) the -Word expounded and applyed, Cate- 


Gig, the Sacraments admaniſtred, jon mad for th poor, 

ing. the ſes with a bleſfing. | 

hes Goverament, andthe ſeveral ſorts of 4 ſe emblies far 
" the TCL ame, 


Cu hath aft a nn; ntGovemors-Ecdeſi- 
aftical in the Church, to that purpoſe the Apoſtles did inime- 
"Hiatly reccivethe, ke £9 from the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, and did uſe 
©-8exereile thein in alf the Churches of the world upon all occaſions 
And Chriſt hath ſince continually furniſhetl ſome in his Church 
with gifts of Zoverfinient,” and with 'tormmiſsion to: execnte the 
ſame when called chereunto. 


It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, that the _ 


” he oavomrnt 


Y bor, Cie, und modi. 


oi = \" OR. 


| Ofvi pier in Commenfelleheſs Afemblth. 71 
| homer enter word of God; char he fovitgh 


mentioned have power to conyent and call 
before chem any perſon within their ſeveral bounds, whom the 
Fccleſiaftical dutinels which & before them doth concern, proved. 


Hat. 8. 
7 Thane foe: cok nl demi fuck xxl diem 


ns comebcfore 
It wirwfltand agrrableto the Word of God, tharall the fd” 


Adcemblics have ſome power ERETOY cenſures. 


%* egational . Airevblies, that i 5s, The meet ing of 1 the ruling 
vi PO TS for the Goverinwent there- 


En nent 
mn into Fe i knowkdgand ſpiritual ftzrte of theſtveralt 


To admonith andrebuke: 
Which three branches are proyed by Heb. 13-19, T Theſ'5. 12,13+ 


en HR ; 

fromthe Lords Table, of x Perfon tor 
yet oy _ {the Church, is agreeable to the Scriprure. 
BE... Becauſe the Ordinance it ſelf myſt nor be. propha- 


wes Ae Becauſe weare charged to withdraw from theſe thar 
orderly. 

Te Becauſe of the ſmand , both go him that 
Fe Protgrnta —_ —_— 
z7:4,25.'1 Cor-F1.27, to Cha 

Ae erſ. 23. 1 Tiny 22. And there faadeſns whe and au” 


fot nes the Old Teſtament, to undean perſons from 
| Levitt 3-5» Nemb.g-7. SY JI he 
Th 


der the'N eng many 4 On fe 

The Ruling Officers of a ation, ve power 
Ancoriarinlto to (ulpeng: | the « Congepn Perſon not yet 
RE noſe ſewhohaye Anbeccys jnlgel patnlnix 

Beep t {NAVE rity to 
ane are fit.to. recetve, the . Sacrament, to er to keep, 
dach (6c? ag as ſhal be foqnd ynworthy... :. 
wſe jr is.an Eccleſiaſtical buſinels of ordinary pra 

Qiſe Sn co that CongrorG 

W ided and fixed, they need all mu- 
tual help one from another, x in regard of their intrinſecal weak- 
ef an men PFncIER 3 Arlo ({orgprdet emer 
without. . | 


Tyr 


ES of Claſſcal Aﬀewbliee | 
T He Scriphite dottchald out a- Presbytery_ ina Church, "both 
the firlt Epiſtle to 7 imothy, Chap. 4. verſ. 14. Andin Afts 

IS» Pima. 2.46. 
tery conliſteth of Miniſters of the Word; and. ſuch 


asare. agreeable ;to,-and \wrranted by 
of Es Church Govemours,to joyn:/with the Mini ters.inthe 
Gov "che Church, as appearcth, Rom, 124748. i Car.42,28: 


"The Scripture doth hold fotth, that, many particuler Congregatie 
Kt be under one Precbreria Government, Tres on 
This propoſitipn is proved by inſtances. 

"Fil, Of the Church of Teruſalem, KA confilterk pM more 


en andall: theſe Ip, aa Were anger 
one ene Faye Goverment _ 


thus, 
Fiſt, The urch of ; IEG confiſterh of more Congrn 


ixpaneſt ith: | 
cos hey enca of Believers mentioned i in divers. | 


Voth befere. the diſperſion of the. Belieyers there by hd 
the perſecution {mentioned in the AZ; of the Apoſiles, Chaps.8. 
in the beginning thereof.) witueſs, Chap. 1., ver/: ; oy Chaps 
verſ.'41. 46; 47: Chop 4.4 Chap-s. 14, Chap.6. of © foons 
Book of t And A 70 Ws he 

ter the her, Alts 9.31, Chap. 12, 24 nd 
Chap, 


NP ITE OF. | 
z b 


a oo £A. .. 


on Ig 


(er) 


PF TIPyE \,.' Es 
n many: and other Preachers in-the” 


- > Secondhy.;-Byrehe inany Apolite 
Church of Ferns Ger: nd Sckeve wikadind one mm__ 


there, them-cach\Apdſtler Prexched! but cfeldota ;; which: will not | 


conſiſt-with'Ghdjs 652:4r/2;. of theiſamo:;Book of the 42, of the 
ro th 23%; 4 5. PR TEN 5s ole 4 ot x 


"Thirdly, The diverſity'of languages amongſt the Bulievers, men- 
tioned both in-theſecond and-ſexrh Chapters of the 48s, doth ar- 


- Secondly, Allthofe: A — Pregbyterial 

Government; becaufesFirtt;oThey: were one. Church, AiZs 8.1, 
and Chap. 2. 47.-compared with Chapter 5. 11. Chap. 12. 5. and 
Chap.15+4. of the ſame Book. ; 

Secondly, The Elders of the Churchare mentioned, 44s 11.30, 
Chap.15.4,6,22. and Chapter'21.19418: of the ſame Bobk. 

Thirdly, The Apoſtles did the ordinary Adts of Presbyters, as 
Presbytees in that Kirk, which ,proveth a' Presbyterial-Churehbe- 
fore thedifſpetſion, As 6, STI *R?1 Wu <3: : 
-1;Forr oy The. ſeveral Congregatians Bj 7 eruſalem being "One 
Charch, the Eldexsiobehac Church are garmugned;as meeting toge- 
ther for; as: of "Government, . Att 11,394 As 1564,6,22. and 
Chaps 21-17» 184a0d:: ſo; forward, -which:'proves that. thoſe 
ſeverall Congregations were under one Presbyteriall Goyern- 


SARA. ; (5 7: i 7v 3! i Gd Wilt Bd Fail @ MMSE EEG STO 
And whether theſe Congregations, were fxed.or not. fixed 
tcgart of:\Ofheetsvr Members, [jt is'all: one: 3559'the ruckof 
Poopotiedniniy ot {off {enonea ID oo mi 
Nor doth there -any material difference betwixt the ſeve- 
ral Congregations in Fer»/alenms, and the many Congregations now 
in the ordinary. condition of the, Church, as to..the point of fixed- 
neſs required of Officers or Members. 


Thirdly.;. Therefore ithe Scripture \doth hold Yorch , that ma- 


ny Congregations may be under one Presbyteriall Govern- 


© Secandly, By the inffance,of the Chiyrch of Epheſws, for, 
"* Thar this were tore Fafa ha thay one in the Church 
of Epheſws, appears by As 20,31. where is mention of Pauls con- 
tirmance at Epheſ7 in Preaching for the ſpace of three years, and 
Afts 19.18,19,20, where the ſpecial of the Ward is m_ 
B 2 oned, 


> 


II, 


5 4 In» © 


oned, and ver/. 10, and i7, ef Or Choder, where is « diſs. 


Pat fayae El PIR ns: where a reaſon of 
Pauls At entecoſs, > 19- where is men- 
eunyagy 79mg rn yori "de 
yegy nm 19,24,260 all. whichJaid ro- 
pron} yes _ —_—_ Believers did make taore 
Conppnnnes one inthe Church of Epbeſws. . | 
wet were SE over - 
ons, as one Flock; appeateth, As 20.17,25,28,30,36,3 
2 Tarchaſe ranay xs ere ns nd nd has 
they were under one vemtnent, appexreth, .Rev23 
the firft ſax verſes, joyned with L#x 8 cocone .-- 4 


_ Of- Synodicall Aﬀemblies. 


e Seripture doch hokd ont another fort of Alſcmblies for 
_ Se Cempmmng es he Gunek, beſide Caſlieal and/Con« 
- pref allvehich patio, Ale v4. Puftors 


- 


[ 


ee ena, where they haye x laywfull calling rheve- 


IV. 


"Symodicd Ademblicsmay lawfully beof fe ſever forts, 2s Provins | 


— aprecablo to the Word Only thac there bo 


ſubordination of Caſſical, Pro 
if Aﬀemblsfor he Eomenenentof , 


# 
Coe adi MIA TY WP) FT Wy, | FFT PEYTOv dubbed 


"© Of Ordinatiomaf Adini __ 


Jt the beud of Ondanticn of Maifter Manifters 6 to be gh 
A Ireted, ca te Dofrne of Ordato, oc th owe 


) axcmembors of ary >atvons 


7 8-7 T--7-LnN 
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| Twerking' the Dolirixe of ORDIN ATION... ; 


. FOmat to take him the vificerfa Miniſier Che, 
Y Word wide: calling, ob» 3a7, Rim 30474156 


. 


, Hibeg4. 
i ahrayo1o be conticued inthe Clurch, Tatts 56 
1 Tim $.23t,v2. 


Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a perſon to ſome roblice 
Charch office, pour winger... atop ts 6:3,5,6- 


_ CR —_— of 
hands, with Faſting, Preaching Presbyters to 
whom it doth 1Timsy.22. Alts 14423. Atts 13, 3. 

It is agreeable to the Word of Cod and very expedient, that 
fuch as are to be ordained Miniſters, be 
ticular Church or other Miniſterial charge, 4s 14. 23. Tir. 1.54 
"He that atobe cedained Miniter mathe dy quit ec 

1$to 

for life and Miniſterialabili 
17199 3.-2,3,4:556. and Tr. 1: 5,47 

Hes 
ordained, 1 7 5m.3.v. 


No man is to be 
tion, if FED rages nt ee 
ak 1 Texb.3-2 733, 1.7: 


-nafigrerenrs 0RDIN ATION. 10% 


I very revive chat phe Congregarien aries! ther cuts evnnvends 
SD rap ni ef all and {che yower it! Ordina» 


there Scri , that 
rover ES = ES 


— 


14” \ 


(14) 
may warrant ſuch a practice. 

2. Becariſe* there is in Scripture example of ar: Ordination in a 
Presbytery over divers oy Crean As in the Church of Zera- 
ſalem, where were many , pany mk theſe many.. Congregati- 
ons, were 'under one [Presbytery, andthis Presbytery did'6rdath. 

The Preaching Procbyters ey rage ier either jn Gities or 

jghbouring Villages, are thoſe to whom the impoſition of Hands 
doth appertain for thoſe Congregations within their bounds. eſpe: | 
ARivel *; 

: | 8 ome hos; particulars CONCErnmg . Church Ga 
to 11197 veriment; do Jet reniain unfiniſhed, which fhal be, 
0: 7. With all convenient ſpeed, US and pref hone be 

: * this. Honorable TEES = 


A SP RO HO 


mn! mm" 71, _ an 
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Aſſembled i in 


PARLIAM E N Ee 
Thehumbleadviceofthe Aﬀembly [2 


.of Divines, now-ſiting at 
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| WESTMINSTER; m—— 
Sa Rage 2 * DoQtinal of Ordiration'"'” -d1 a 
8 MINTST ERS," no wok 


Omanought to take u him the office of a Miniſter of the T t 

Word —_ alayfil cling, Fohu 3427. MR AEILELs tal 
Jer. 14, 14.  Hebey.q. | ehw 

Ordination is alwaies to be continuediin the Clutch, Ti. 3 5, drding 

I Tups.5 21,22 . 0 fol 

Ordination is the ſolemn ſerting apart It of a patſofito ſoine p lick Afery, 

Coons Numb.8.10,1 HIAIPAL Ats 6:306:6+ ; - x: 
V 


{15 ) 
| er 02 meer to be ordained by impdſition' of 
hakivs rich Faſting, by theſe Preaching Presbycers- 66 6 h_ 
LT im.5.22. Atts 14-23. Als 13. 3.. 

"— ponberaf. the whole work- of Ordination , bk 

in the-whele Precbyrery; whicli,when itis over more Je 
ons then ons, whether thoſe Congregations be fixed or not url 

integard of Officers or Members, it is indifferent as to the point of 
Ordination, Far 4.14 Rs = = 

Ic is agreeable to the Wor od, and v t,' that 
ſuch agare to- be-ordained Miniſters, be fd os for -pars® 6G, 
ticular Church or other ' Miniſterial charge, As 14. 23. T it..1.5. ; 
Ads 20.17.and 28. 

| He that is tobe ordained Miniſter, muſt be duly qualified both 
for life and Miniſterialabilities,according to the nilesf theApoitle, mr 
| 1 Tim. 3. 2,345 5,6. and Tit. 1.5,6,7,8,9. 
-, |  Heistobe examined and approved of by-ttioſe by whom he is to 8. 
| | be ordained, « TRE ar I Tim 5-22. 

| No'man is to be ordained'a Miniſter for a particular Congrega- : 

6 | tion, if they of that Congregation can ſhew juſt cauſe of excepuon 9 
_ | againſt him, 1 Tim. 3-2. Tit. 1.7. 
Den ware reg aſſociated either in Cities ar Neigh- IO, 
Q | bearivg Villages, are thoſe to whom. the icapoſition of hands doth 
WE pan theſe Congregations. within their Pe ETOTeG. 
- , I 4 1788. 4, 14+ 
we In extraordinary cafes, ſomething, extraorditiary. maybe dons, IT- 
until a ſetled order maybe had, yer keeping as neer as s poſſible way | 
be to the Rule, 2 Chro.29. 34.35.36: 2 Chro.30.2,3,4,5. 
There is at this tune(as we conceive)an extraordinary 06 —=12- 
ion | or a. way: of Ordination. —_ te EN: ſupply of Mi- 
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The Direftory for Ordination of. 
Miniſters, 


{the TT being manifeſt. bythe Word of God, \that noman ought to 

15 take upon himthe Office of: a Minifter of the: Goſpel,” until he 

elawfully called and ordained thereunto: And that the werk' of 

£5 [4 Xdination is te beperformed with all due care, wiſdom, - gravity, | 
K  —- poder tender thele AHN to be 


Evo Z 


"Fiſt; Hothatisto be eee 
MN cs kane the Feds kin Tel 
diligencoand proficiency i raul Whar 6 hath ta- 
ken in the Unterſity, and what hath been the time of his abote 


there z and withal of his which isto dorwentyGuryeag, but 
eſpecially of kis li and converſation... 


canſidered by the Predbytery, they are to proceed, 
eee 


the Orace of Godin him, whether he be 
Ges Fagan ah i 
to examine him t u 
the evidences of his the holy Minifiry, CATS mera 


hiv and dnotbealing to thacglacs 

\J 
205 24 The Rules for Examingtionare thels, 
T7, That the examined be dealt withat in @ Brovherly ſp way, 


warh F, Bain, and th ſpecial vefþelt the gravity 
node nd ua of of ev yore _ .” 


FR Tremor breads, r Try vary aries 


rents and rower p an ors. ſore into Tatine; And if _ 
defeltive in hem mugudy foal ro the more ftrifily after hu 


learning, And whether he hath chil is Logick and Philoſe 

. What Hnthors iu Divinity be hathre and 1-beft AC = 
"Mn with, And tryai ſhal be maaile in bis of obo evan 
Religion, and ability to defend phe Orthodox Dotivine containg 
a. them, a7cinft all unſound and erroneous opinions, etperia 
theſe of the preſent age : of his chil in the ſenſe and meaning 0 
ſwcl p'ac:s of $:ripture as ſhalbe propoſed unto him,zn caſes of C 
ſcience, and in the Chronology of the Scripture, and the Eccle| 
aitical Hiftory. 

4. If he hath not before preached in gas » With <xprobe 
_- anare ablc tojmdge, he ſhalgat roy ord f ; 

hims, expanded before the Freſbjnery/þ 
w_—_ foal ye) en rr et 

5. He foal BA COMPEreNt Pipe, frame & 

Latine upov /x6/1.4C nmr. place or Comroverfie in Divi 
_ be fre gned him, and exhibite to the Preſbytery ſuch-T1 
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| «expreſs the ſuns theroif ,/ md Maintain a Difjate npor” 
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the AMinefter' of the Word appointed by thim, 


beihy. preſtnt, 
7. The proportion of his gifts in relation to the place unto Which 
he ts ell, pat beck fb boa. DIULSST wy ORE 


-& He ftal'prearh before the people, the = eg ſos of 


8: Befide the tryal efbiegift in Iredebing, he ſhal underd0an 
eF ay 


examination in the pre two ſeveral 
Prezbytery foal judg it neceſſary, -- | | 
9. And at for him that hath been formerly ordained a'Miniſter and 
55 t0.be removed to avather chargeyhe ſhal bring a Teſtimonial of 
his O#dnation; and of his Abilities and Converſation, whereupon 
hes fitneſs for that-place ſhal be tryed by his Preahing there; ( by it 
ſent be juaged necefſary} by a faritercuninariogfilis S 1." 

21172 1.5 Nano” Rr: Want 6 Ee 46th 

_ Inall which fit being approved, he is to be ſent ro the Clurch 
where he is to ſerve, there to Preach three ſeveral days; and to con- 


es, and more; if the 


. verſe withthe People, that they. may have tryal of his Gifts for their 


edification,and may have time and occaſion to enquire-into,and the. 
better to know his life and converſation; :: -;. ' ft Coiiv Tit 
- Inthe laſt'of thele three days appointed for the tryab of his gifts 


i Peadhing. thre ſhale ſent from the Prabyrry whe Cor 


La rr a publick intintion.in writing, which that be 


before the people ; And after affixed to the” Church door, 'to 
 Gpnifie thae ſucha(day,acompeteritmumber of the Members of that 
| Pe oyion — themſelves, ſhal appear before the” 


;toigive their conſent and-approbationto'ſucha-man. to 


betheir Miniſter, or otherwiſe to pur in with all Chriſtian diſcre-: 


tion and meckneſs whazexceprions they have agknit him, "and if 


\the. more. cameltly joyn. in Prayer, far a upon rhe. 
ms of Chrilt,; and the - of reve Jon. hens 
theis good. The _Prebytery. hall come to_ the place, 
1 AYES EY | \f 43 +543: 1 Or 
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TIP — 
or aflcalt ehreeor four Minis If tho Word hal be ſeve thithey 
from the Presbytery ;. Of which CC by the Presbytery,: 


hal tothe conceming the office and duty of Mint. 
devo nk ad hows the - people ought-to.rective them for theis 
Aﬀeer the Sermon, the Miniſter who- hath Preached, ſha in the 
face of the Congregatjon, . demand of hum who is now to be ordyi- 
ned concerninghis faickinEhriftdeſus,and hisperſwaſion of the erach 
of the ReformedReligion according to the Scripture; His fincere in» 
tenbipns and ends in defing to enter mts chill ing;His diligence. 
in, Praying, Reading, Meditation, Preaching, Miniftring the Sacra- 
mens, Diſcipline;. avd: doing all Miniſterial Duties towards his 
Charge : His Zealand Faithfulneſg in .maintaining-the Truth of the- 
Goſpel, and. Unity.of the Chinch againſt+ Brod and Sehiſta ; Mims. 
| care that himſeF and his Family 7 be — way 
te theDock;; His willingneſs arid! bumility m: mecknels of Spur, 
to {þmit upto the admonitionsof his Brethren and  Diſcipline'of 
the Church ; Apd his reſolution to. contoucin. his dutyagamſt alf 
In all which having declated himſelf, profeſſed hipwillingneſs 
and;-protnilsd his: erideaxours: by the; kelp of God; The Miniſter 
lkewifeihs] demand: of the :People, concerning their willingneſs. 
r RR adknowkdg him as:the. Miniſter of Chriſt, and'to;. 
adiubmurunto him, as; having rule oyer: them inthe Loud; 
m_ 10 maiitady; .c@urageand alliſt himinalbthe rm ; 
&oLd 1r99as It'll ent llt hes fl OIRANION CONTER 3139100 
- Whichbtingmntally promiſed by the; Propleyi the Preabyecnji 
er the Miniſters: ant fron them for: Arnkiny fhalſotetnnly ſed 
him apart tgiche-@fice and Work of the Miniſtry; by-layingitheis 
Ce En wavy yer.qn 
T hankfully acknowledging the great mercy of God,'inonidinig 
reſo Clrifhifatst be RedemptnonOofiddis people, andiforaits aferid(i- 
A ee aymorey pre © Aandithence:pear img P 
131, Avdginrapgetts.do diden, Apaſtiti, Buangclitts, Proghens, 
Pa: exts, Avdieas ri, fers/ac' gatberong and lu ldingi xp ofihia 
Ghyrron, rnd ferfittivgandinc laning thts mantb bitgrean:mionhd, 
ms = bings0 futiluws Vighthis holy Spirit, tagive finus white 
y name We thus [ct apart to thisholy ſervice)to fulfil the work. of 
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his Mansftvly i all ng, ths hs may both ſave himſelf avd his 

p_ meted to his charge. . | TY 
or the like fartn of prayerand bleſſing being offed, let the 

Minifter who preached, briefly exhore him to-confider of the groat- 
nels of his Office and w ork, the danger of negligence both to him- 
ff aqi{his People, the- bietsing which wil accoimpany his faichful- 
nefs-imthislife, and that t6 come: And withall exhort the people 
to-earry themfelvesto him as to their Miniſter inthe Lord, accor- 

Sto their ſolend pronuſe made before; Andfo by prayer cEmen- 
br ee her tis. Hock to the Grace of God; after linging of 

4 , let rhe Aﬀemblyþe difmided with a Bleſing, 

- Fa Minifter be deſigned ta a Congregation; who hathbeen for- 
metly ordained Presbyrer according to- the form 'of Ordination 
which: hath been inthe Church and, which we hold for 
fabſtanceto be valide, and not to be diſclaimed by any who have 
reecived"it: Then there being a_cantious proceeding in. matters 
of Examination , let him be admitted without any new Or- 
- - And in cafe any Perſan already ordained Miniſter in Scotland or 
many other Reformed Church, be deſigned ro a Congregation in 
Prgtand, he is to bringfrom that Church to the Pres yy here, 
within which chat Congregatian js, @ ſufficient teſtimonial of his 
Ordination; of his life'and converſation while he lived with them, 
and of the canfes of his removal.;, And to undergo ſucha tryal of 
his fitneſs and ſufficiency, and to have the ſame courſe held with 
him inather particulars, asis-ſet down inthe rule imumediatly go- 
ing before'tonching Examination and Admiſsion. 

' "Fhat Records be carefully kept inthe ſeveral Presbyteries of the 
names of the Perſons ordained with their reſtimonials, the time 
and place of their Ordination , of the Presbyters who did un- 


poſe _ upon them, . and -of the-charge ro which they are 
| Tibet no Money or Gift of what kind (ſoever,ſhal be received from 


the Perſon to be ordained, or from any, on his behalf, for Ordinati- 


-on or ought elſe belonging to it, by any of the Presbyrery, or any 
appertaining to any of them upon what pretence ſoever, 


T hus far of ordinary rults and courſe of Ordination.in the ordi- 


nary way : T hat which concerns the extraordinary way rex; 


ks 


quifite robe now prattiſed, followeth,, ans 
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Ta theſe preſent oxigenees while we cannot have any Presbyteries 


formeCup to their: whole power and work, and that many Mini- 


ſters are to be ordained for the ſervice of the Armies and Navy, and' 


too many Congregations where there is no Miuſter at all;and where 
{by reaſon of the publike troubles) the people cannot either them-, 
{elves enquire out and find out one who may be a faichful Miniſter 
for them, of have any with ſafety ſent unto them for ſuch a ſolemn 
cryal as was-before mentioned in the ordinary Rules, eſpecially 
when thereican be noPresbyterynear unto them,to whom they may 
addreſs themſelves, or which may come or ſend to them a fit man. 
to be ordained in that Congregation, and for that people : And 
yet-notwithſtanding, iris requiſite chat Miniſters be ordained for 
them, by ſome; who being ſer apart themſelves for the work of the 
Miniſtry, have power to joyn in the ſetting apart of others, who 
are found fit and worthy. In thoſe caſes, until by Gods Bleſsing the 
aforeſaid difficulties may be in ſome good meaſure removed; let 
fome godly Miniſters in or about the City of Londex, be deſigned, 
by publike authoricy; who being aſſociated, may ordain Mt 
for.the City, and the Vicinity, keeping asnear to the ordinary Rules 
forementioned, as poſs'ble they may : And let this. aſſociation 
be for no other ancent or -purpoſe, bur only for the work of Ordi- 
nation. | ek Ir EY 
Let the like aſſociation be madeby the ſame authority in great 
Towns, and the Neighbouring Pariſhes in the ſeveral Coun 
which are at the preſent quier and ur-diſtarbed, to do the like 

the parts adjacent. 


Let ſuch as are choſen or appointedfor the ſervice of the "a. | 


mis or Navie be ordained as aforeſaid, by the aſſociated-Miniſters 


of London, or ſome others in the Country. = ES 
Let them do the like, when any man ſhal duly and lawfully 
be recommended to them for the Miniſtry of any ation, 


who cannot enjoy liberty to have a tryal of his partsand.: ability. 
and defire the help of ſuch Miniſters aocined, es 
furniſhing of them with ſucha Perſon, asby them ſhal be judged, 
ft for the ſervice of that Church and Teeple, | Or 
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ADireQory for Church Government and Or- 


dination of Miniſters; Tobe examined a- 
gainſtthenextGenERAL ASSEMBLY. 
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The Preface. 


> Eſus Chriſt upon whoſe ſhoulders the Government 
D (roar on is re Wonderful, Counſellor, 
ty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince 
| of Peace, of the encreaſe of whoſe Government and- 
4 Peace there ſhal beno end,who ſits upon the throne 
017 of David, and upon his Kingdom to order it,and to. 
eſtabliſh it with Judgment and Juſtice, from henceforth even for 
ever, having all power given unto him in Heaven and in Earth by 
the Father, who caiſed him from the dead and ſer him on his own 
Right Hand, far above all Principalities and Power, and Might and 
Dominiog, and every Name that is named, not only in this World, 
but alſo in that which is to come, and put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the Church, which 
is his Body, the fulneſs of him that fillech all in all ; He being aſcen-- 
ded up far above all Heavens, that he might fill all things, received 
pifts for his Church, and gave offices neceſſary for the edification 
of his:Church, and perfeCting of his Saints. So ty 
. Of the Charch. 
Here is one General Church viſible held forth in the New 
| T Teſtament, unto which General Church viſible, the Mi- 


| niſtry, Oracles, and Ordinances of the New Teſtament, are given 


by Jeſus Chriſt, for the gathering and perfeRting of the Saints: in 
this life until his ſecond coming. | 

' Particular viſible Churches, Members of the General Church are 
alſo held forth-in the new Teſtament, . which Parcicular Churches 
in the Primitive times were made {up of viſible Saint viz, Of 
ſuch as, being of age, profeſſed faith in Chriſt,and obedience unto 
Chriſt {according to the Rules of Faith and Life. taught by himt- 


und bis poles) and of hex Children. S 
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ERIC 7 uae nom * up f-ap Emporio oe?” 
"A PoRtls, Prophets and Evangelifits were exttaordinmy Officers 
. im the Church, and are ceaſed. -; ; 9 
" The Paſtor is an ordinary aud perpetnal Officer.irt the Churelr 
To whoſe Otficec belongath pray, fariad with hs Block ;> To 
read the Scripture publickly tn.the Congregation, winch an holy 
Ordinance in GodsChurch,although there follow no iminediare ex- 
plication of what is read ; To preach the Word, to be inſtant in ſea- 
ſon and our of ſeaſon ; To reprove, correct, inſtruc,rebuke,exhorr, 
convince and comfort : One ſpecial way of diſcharging which 
work of Preaching, is, by a plain laying down the firſt principles of 
the Oracles of God, which is commonly called-Cavectuſing ; to ad- 
minifter the Sacraments; in-the Name of 'God to bleſs the ; 
To take catefor the poor; And he hath alſo a ruling payer oyer the 
Pal 9474057779 | 
In the Scripture we alſo find the name ane title of Teacher 
who is « Miniſter of the Word,and hath power of adminiſtration 
the Sacraments and Difcipline, as wel-as the Paſtor... .. :. l.. 
The Lord having given different gifts, and diversexergiſesaccor-. 
ding to thoſe gifts,in rhe Miniſters of the {0mm cn Saree 
ferent pifes may meet in, 'and-aceordinghy-be exerciſed by. one and 
os _ — wk ov me 3 aca inthe fame 
Congregation, they may be deſigned to ſeveral imployments, accape, 
the dlbiax rent etohon dock excl; And: 
he who-doth more excel in expoſition of Scripture, in teaching: 
found Dodtine, and m convincing gain-ſayers, then he doth in ap- 
plication,and is accordingly imployed therein, may be called a Lea-: 
cher, or Door. Nevertheleſs, where there-is-but one Miniſter. in a 
particular Congregatio, he is.to perform, ſofar as he is able,thewhole 
work of the im A . | 
_ A Teacher or DaQtor is of moſt excellent uſe * Schools and 
Univerſities, as of ld in the Schools of the Propt dat Jery- 
falem, where Gamaliel and others caught 35 Doc ME db feds, 
It is likewiſe agreeable to, and warranted by the Word-of God; 
that ſome others, beſide the Miniſters of the Word, be Chyrch Go- 
vernars,to joya with;theMiniſters in cheGovernment of theChureb; 
which Oftgers, Reformed Churches commonly call Elders, + 
_. Theſe ya | pan por 7 _ dap rene ding 
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or,toprexch cheWord or adauniſter 


burrg rake OC — by collecting 


for ly eraſe with direion of 
notic amongſt che people'of God be paomer beet dr | 
jos hy > og ſober, grave, of honeft report, anbuce 
CFE. , 
Of = *ch Government, and the ſaveral forts of Aﬀſemblierfor 
. the ſame. 
Com hath inſtituted a Govertiment, and Governors Ecdeſi- 
aſtical in the Church,and-to-chat parpoſe the Apoſtles did ime- 
diatly receive the & from the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, ard diduſe 
@ cxereiſe them in-all the Churches.of the world upon afl oceaſions. 
And Chriſt hath from time to time farniſhed ſome in his Church 
with gifts of Goverftnent, and with commilsion- to execute the 
tare: when called thereunto. 
Fig agrecable to and warranted” by the Worth of God;tharforre 
oifeerbeide the Miniſters of the Word, be Church Governors, a 
wee mentioned before, 


- It slawfil} and-agreenble to-the Word of God, thatthe Church 


beooyern feveral forts'of Aﬀtrnblies; Which” [and 
end Syoode or Atfemblies, Congregational, Que 


nodical. 
: The Setiptare doth hollour aPrebytery iti « Chiited oefietiTheſ- 
byeery confifiert of Mikiſters of che Word,and thoſe ocher-Charch 
Olfhers whats Jt wich thoMiiſers i iy the Gafeniting: 
” The Svipturs abt el onvatorhebfore of” Aﬀerrtſics "—u th 
Evvernment of the Church, befides.Claffical. and Congregational, 
which.ye all Synodical. 
= _— power 41s Common of all theſe Aſſemblies, and the order 
ved am them, 
pre and agrecable to the- Word bf Got: that the ſever 
poles el beans Tay ons 
vthun't ver whom the 
we Laes ayhich isbefare them ſkal. cencern,. cither:as a party; / or--a. 
cl) dehrnitn and ro examine them 'necording: ro the rip 
re the bufincis' And that they do- hear and Yetermine fixch 
ard differences as ſhal orderly come before them, and acoop- 


Foes heyy. ccnſures. . 
It 


Tt is moſt expedient that in theſe tt meetings, one whoſe Officd is 
46 abour irvthe Word and Doftrine, >do- moderate ri their protce- 
Jane puneraaganeme thereſt of the members cn 
- and end every meeting with —_ Topropoſe queltions, ga 


the votes,pronounce the Refolves:But not todo any at ofGovern« 
has &joyntly with theAſſemblywherof he is moderator. 
the members of theſe, Aſſemblies reſpeRtively, are toatrerul 


on _ nted days oft heir meetings, or to ſend the reaſon of 
their he to bejudged bytheAſſemblywhere theyoughe romeer. 
The final reſolutions .ſhal be by the Major part of the votes ot 
thoſe:members, who are preſent. ', : 1: | 
8 Of Particular Cor gregations. Tee 
F is expedient: that» particular: Congregations befixed, both i ity 
their, Officers and Members, __— are.20 Meetan, the ſung Af 
feb ordinarily for publike worlhip, . : - 
\ When their number is great, thar jm Ar corvenieenly tzvet 
in one place, it is G——_— that th divided gry ns pc 
.reſpeRtive bounds of their, dyelings hana Hunk diſtaRt! and fixed Con 
egations, for the better adininiſtration of ſuch'Ordinances as be 
ong unto them, and the diſcharge of m—_ areas = ws wherein all, 
acgording.to their ſeveral place. aud. he Oo, 
mote what ever appertains to the power of Godlines,and exedar of 
Ren tas whole Land in the fil CR may become 
" = th SO confiting of Miniſters 
5 in this 
.and hs ne who profeſs faith in Chri and obedience unto Chrilt; 


i» haceceafFaichond Lyra by him and kis Apoy 


joyn together in the publick roam wp. 144. 

.6 mioiacicn ofthe Sacraments;are'Charches trul conltitared, 

If any perſon or perſons in the Congregation, dv nor —_ his, or. theig 
profeflion, butby open ſin and wickednels crofs and deny 1 ir, or if 2x be a 
want of ſome Officers, or a lnful negle& of Officers in the due execution 
of Diſcipliac.; yet this .doth not make that Congregation 'ecaſe robe a 
Church, bur 1equires that there ſhould bea ſupply of Officers which are 
wanting ; ; anda careful edcapuy: tor-rhe ' Returmation ofthe Corky 
Perſon or Perſons, and of neg] gent Officers by juſt cenſures, a 
ro the nature of the cauſe. 
- Communien-and Memberſhip in Cougregations thus conſtitured, nor. 
withſtanding the foremanioned defedts is nor unlawful.: (And; to xctuls 6; 
XEmOUnce Memberſhip. and Church-communion ;; ox .to ata from 
Church-communion with Congregations thus conſtitured, as ull.cs 
be Hard of Goa with, in regard of their prints is not wazzarited hed by 
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Separation . from a Church "AM conſtituted, where the Go- 
vernment islawtull,upon an opinion that it is unlawfull,and that - 
therefore aUthe godly are alſo bound to ſeparate from all ſich 
Churches fo conltituted and governed, and.to joyn thernſelves to - 
another Church of another Conſtitution: and /Governtnent, is 
not warranted by the word of God; but.contrary to it. * ' 

To gather Churches into an. independent forme of Govern= - 
ment out of Churches of a Presbyteriall forme of Government + 
is -unlawfull, is not lJawfull or warranted by 'the Word of Gad 3 
Nor is it lawfull for any member of a Parochiall Congregation, if . 
the Ordinances be there adminiſtred in purity, to go andicek : 
| them elſewhere ordinarily. 


of Ordinances in a particular Congregation. 


a_ in aparticular Congregation fe Prayer, Thank(- * 
\- giving; fnging of Pſalms, reading of the Word; Preaching 
and Oatechizing, adminitſtring the Sacraments, blefling the peo- 
plein the Name of God, and colle&ion for the Poor. As for 
Diſcipline; wee refer qur- ſelves to what wee have elſewhere ex> | 
neal 075 1172 204 55 $16 7! Oo 50014333 HSH 07: f 


Of the officers of a partiviilar Congr egation. 


]N the Congregation there :muſt be ſome who are ſet apart to | 
I bear Offices One at the leaftto labour im the Wordiand: Dok 
fine, and to rule 3: And let others be choſen: ruling: !Elders. to 
joyn with-him'in Government. oo ; 
When any ruling Elder is to be choſen, where an Elderſhipis! 
conſtituted, let it bedane by them, with the: conſent and appro- 
| bation of the people of that Congregation, and that not for a 
limited rinie : Yetthe exerciſe of their Officemay be ſo ordered” 
m_ Elderſhip, as that their civill imploymentsbe leaſt hindred 
theredy. » ; . = 
Where there are many ruling Officers in a particular Congre- 
gation; lerfomne of thern more eſpecially -attend the'imſpetion of 
one part, ſome-of ianother,i as maybe: moſtconverient 3 and let? 
them: ar fir-times viſit (the ſeverall Families for their ſpiricuall 


f Let there be alſo Deacons as take ſpeciall cont for the oo 
E Ol 


mn CK - 

of the poore, who are hikewiie co be- choſen by-the Elderſhip, 
with the conienr-of the people of chat: Congregation ; and the 
continuance-of thern in that Office is to:determined by the'Elder- 
ſhip, with the.confent of the Congregation, ſo asmay leatt hin- 
der their civilf imployment-!/ tl et ne to 7 te nn fe, 

Thele Officers are'to meet together at convenient and ſet times - 
for the well ordering of the affairs of that Congrepation,; each 
according to his Office. ; 327% 

The number of Elders and Deacons in each Congregation, is 
to be proportioned according. to the condition of the Congre- 
gation... . © «7 | | 7 


Py 
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Of Congregation.:ll Elderſhips, or Aſſemblies for Governing 
| ina particular Congregation.  - 


pf E Congregationall Elderſhip conſiſting of the Miniſter, or 
Miniſters, and the other ruling Officers of that Congrega- 
tion, hath power as they ſhall ſee juſt occaſion to enquire into the 
knowledge and ſpiritual! eltate of any member of the Congre« 
gation :. To-admonith and rebuke 3 To. fuſpend from the Lords 
table ; though the perſon be nor yet caft out of the Church, ; All . 
which is agreeable to the Word of God : Although the truth'of 
converlion and ' regeneration he neceſlary to every worthy com-- 
municant for his own comfort and benefit, yet thoſe onely are to 
be by the Elderſhip excluded,or ſuſpended from the Lo:ds Table; 
who are found by them to be ignorant or ſcandalous. 

+ Where there are more fixed Miniſters then one in a Congrega- 
tion, it is expedient, th:t they moderate by courſe in that Elder- 


ſhip. | 
Hof of Claſſall Aſſemblies. 


b | 7 Congregations are divided and: fixed, they. need all 
mutuall 'help one from another, both in regard of their 
intrinſica[l weaknefle, and mucuall dependance : as alſo in regard 
of Enemies trom withour. | | 
The Scripture doth hold forth; that many partcular Congre-. 
Sations may be under one Presbyteriall Government. . ©. | 
| A Claſfcall Presbytery is an Af/lembly made up. of Miniſters of 
the Word; and other raling Officers belonging unto ſeverall 
Neighbouring Congregations. .and doth ardionrily --nfift of all 
| the | - 
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the Paſtors and Teachers belonging to thoſe ſeverall Congrega- 
tiors.ſoaflociated, and of one of the other ruling Officers at the 
leaſt from every of theſe Congregations, to be lent by their reſpe- 


' Give Presbyteries. | 


Let them meer once every Moneth, or oftner, as occaſion ſhall 


t ay in ſuch place as chey ſhall judge moſt convenient. And 


re they ſit about other bulineſle, letthere be a- Sermon or Ex» 
polition of Scripture made by ſome Minilter of that .Claffis or 
Expe&ant, as they ſhall agree amonglt themlelves. 

For the more orderly managing of ſuch affairs as come before 
them ;. let there be one Moderator choſen by the Claſlis at every 
meeting out of the Miniſters of the Word, who ſhall concinue till 
the next meeting. | | 

To the enabling them to performe any Clailicall a& of Go- 
vernmert or Ordination, there ſhall be there preſent a major part 


-at leaſt of the Miniſters of the whole Claſlis, 


| ; Tt belongeth unto Claſſicall Precbyteries, 

To con fider of, to debate and to reſolve according. to Gods 
Word ſuch caſes of conſcience, or other difticultics in DoQrine, as 
are broughe unto them out of their affociation, according as they 
ſhall finde needfull for the good of the Churches. | 
— Toexamine and cenſure according to the Word any erroni- 
ons DoQrine, which have been either publikely.or priv.cely vent- 
ed within their aſſociation, to the corrupiing of the judgements of 
men, and to endeavour the converting and reducing ot Recuſants, 


or any other in Erroer or Schiſme. 


To order all Ecelefiaſtical} matters of common concernment 


within the bounds of their aſſociation. 


To take cognizance of cautes omitted or negle&ed in particu- 
lar Congregations, and to receive appeals trom them. 

Todiſpence cenſures in caſes within their cognizance, by Ad- 
monition, Suſpenſton, or Excomn:unication. 

To admonith or furcher to cenſure ſcandalous Minitters whe- 
ther in Life or Do&rine, according to the nature of the offence, 
and that not only for ſuch offences, tor which any other Member 
of the Congregation ſhall incur any cen\mne of the Church (in 
which caſe he is to be cenſured by the Claſlis with the like cenſure 
for the like offence ) bur likewiſe particularly for Symony, en- 
tering Into any Miniſteriall charge, withour aHlowance of autho=- 


rity, falſe Dofrine, affe&ted lightnefſe and vanity in Preaching, 


E 2 wilfult 


| (18) | 

wilfall negle& of Preaching, or ſlight performance of it, wilfull 
Non-refidence from his Charge without call or cauſe approved 
| by the Claſſis, negle& of adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or 
other Miniſteriall duties required of him in the Dire&ory of Wor- 
' ſhip,depraving and ſpeaking reproachfully againſt the wholeſpme 
orders by authority ſetled in the'Church, cafting reproach upon 
- the power of-Godlinefle, which he by his office ought chiefly to 
. promote, Yet ſo as that no Miniſter be depoſed, but by the reſo- 
lution of a Synode. = Ga pb | Fees 

To examine; ordain, and admit Miniſters for the Congregati- 
ons reſpe&tively therein: aſſociated, according to the: advice for-. 
merly tent up to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament. 


of Synodicall Aſſemblies. 


Ynaodicall Aſſemblies do.confiſt of Paſtors, Teachers, Church. 

Governours, and other fit Perſons ( when. it. ſhall be deemed 
expedient ) where they have a lawtull calling thereunto. 

Theſe Aflemblies have Ecclefiaſticall power and authority to 
- Judge and determine controverſies.of Faith and caſfs of Conſci-. 
ence according to the Word: os) ds 6 
» They may: alſo lawfully excommunicate and diſpence other 
- Church cen{uree, 
 Synodicall Aſſemblies are of. ſeyerall ſorts, »z,. Provincial, 


Nationall, Oecumenicall. | 
of Provinciall Aſſemblies. | 


| Horu Provinciall Aſſemblies generally be bounded according to 
—the civill diviſion of the Kingdome, into Counties : and where 
any very great Ccunties aredivided within them ſelveslet the Pro- 
vinciall Aſſemblies follow theſe divifions, as in the Ridings of 
Tork ſhire. 

Provinciall Aſſemblies conſiſt of Delegats ſent from-ſeverall. 
Claſſes within that Province ; whoſe number ſhall exceed the. 
number of any one Claſlicall Presbytery within that Province, : 
And to that end, there ſhall be at the leaſt two Miniſters, and two 
ruling Elders out of every Claſlis, and where it ſhall appear .ne- 
.ceflary to encreaſe the number, let it not exceed fix of each from 


anv one Claſlis | 


(19) 
Let theſe Aſſemblies meet twice every year : And for enabling 
them unto any aft of Government, let there be a major part at 


leaſt of the Miniſters delegated from the ſeverall Claſles. 


Of the Nationall Aſſswbly. 


= tow Nationall Aſſembly confits of Miniſters and Ruling El- 
ders delegated from each Provinciall Aſſembly. The number 


' of which delegats ſhall-be three Miniſters, and three Ruling E1- 


ders out of every Province, and five Learned and Godly Perſons 


fram each Univerſity. 
Let this Afſembly meet once every year, and oftner if there ſhall 


be cauſe. 
The firſt time to be appointed by the Honourable Houſes of 


Parliament. , | | 
of the ſubordination of theſe aſſemblies. 


T is lawfull and agreeable to the Word of God, that there be a 
"ſubordination of Congregationall, Clafſicall, Provinciall, and 
Nationall Aſſemblies for the Government of the Church, that ſo 
appeals may be made from the inferiour to the ſuperiour re- 
ſpeRively. 
The Provinciall and Nationall Aſſemblies, are to have the ſame 


power in all points of Government and centures, brovght before 


them within their ſeverall bounds reſpeRively, as is before ex- 
preſſed to belong to Claſlicall Presbyteries within their ſeverall 


aſſociations. | 


"The DireQory for Church cenſures. 


T Hurch cenſures and Diſcipline, for judging and re- 
\&!| moving of offences, being of great uſe and neceſſity 
Ew; in the Church, that the name of God, by reaſon of 
F ungodly and wicked perſons living in the Church 
{Rm} . be. not blaſphemed, nor his wrath provoked again{ 
his people; that the Godly be not leayened with, but preſerved 
from the contagion, and PrieKen. with fear; and that the —_— 
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NN, on 
who are tobe cenſured, may be ſhamed, to the deſiruftion of the 
fleſh, and ſaving of rhe Spirit in the day of the Lord Jeſus ; We 
judge this courſe of proceeding therein to be requilte, 


The order of proceeding with offenders who before excom- 
munication manifeſt Repentance. Th 


| VV F 7 Hen the offence is private, the order of admonition pre- 

| ſcribed by our Lord, Mat. 18. 15. is in all witedome and 
Jove to be obſerved, that the offender may either be recovered by 
Repentance; Or, if he adde obſtinacie or contempt to his fault, 
he may be but off by Excommunication. 

If che finne be publikely ſcandalous, and the finner being exa- 
mined, be judged te have the ſignes ot unfeigned Repentance, and 
nothing jultly objefted againſt it, when made known to the peo- 
ple, let him be admitted to publike confeſſion of his finne, and 
manfeſtation of his Repentance before the Congregation. 

. When the penitent is brought before the Congregation, the 
 Minilter is to declare his finne, whereby hehath provoked Gads 
wrath, and offended his People, his conteſlion of it, and profeſſion 
of unfeigned Repentance for it, and of his reſolution C through 
* the ſtrength of Chriſt ) to finne no more, and his deſire of thei, 
Prayers tor mercy, and grace to be kept from falling again intc 


that or any the like ſinne : Of all which the penitent alſo is te. 


make a full and free expreſſion, according to his ability. 

Which being done, the Miniſter, after prayer to God for the 
penirent,- is to admoniſh him to walk circumſpeftly, and the peo» 
ple to make a right uſe of his fall, and: rifing again ; and fo, to 
declarethit the congregation relſteth ſatisfied. 


OY | 
TY Mie order of proceeding to: Secdmaticetion. 
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E Xcommunication being a ſhutting out of a Perſon from the 
& Communion of the Church ( and'therefore” the greateft and 
laſt cenſare of the Church ) ought not to be inflifed without 
great and mature deliberation, nor till all other good meanes have 
been affayed. | 

Such errors as ſubvert the Faith, or any other errors whic! 
overthrow the power of Godlinefle, if the party who holds them 
ſpread them, ſeeking to draw others after him; and fuch finne 


Ir | 


Ve 
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in praCtiſe, as cauſe the Name and Truth of Gedl tobe blaſphe. 


med, and cannot ſtand with the power of Godlineffe , and fuch 
practiſes. as in-their own n.:ture manifeltly ſubvert that O:der, 
Unity, and Peace, which Chriit hath ejiabliſhed -in his Church ; 
Thoſe being pubi:kcly known, to the juit ſcandall of the Church, 
the ſentence of Excommunication ſhall proceed according to the 
Dire&tory. + | 2 

But the perſons who hold other ercours in judgement abour 
points wherein learned and gydly men poſlib!y may, or do differ, 
and which ſubvere not che Faith , nor are deſtruGtive to god1i- 
nefſe ; Or that be guilty of ſuch finnes of infirmity , as are com- 
monly found in the children of Gcd ; Or, being otherwiſe fond 
in.the Faith, and holy in life (and ſo not falling under cnture 
by the former Rulcs) endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, and do yet out of conſcience not come up ro 
the vbietvation of all thoſe rules, which are or ſhall be eitabiithed 
by Authority for regulating the outwzrd Worſhip of God, and 

Government of his Church, we do not diſcerne to be ſuch againſt 
whom the ſentence of Excommunication for theſe cautes ſhould 
be denounced. Dp 

: When. the ſinne becomes publike and juſtly ſcandalous, the of- 
fender is to be dealt withall by the Elde: ſhip, to bring him ct. Re- 
pentance, and to ſuch a manifeitation thereof, as that his Repen- 
tance may be publike as the (candall : Bur it he remaine obſtinate, 
he is atlaſt co be excommunicated , and in the meane time to be 
ſuſpended from the Lords Supper. | 

And whereas there be dives aad various judgements touching 
the power of Excommunication, and the proper ſubjef thereot, 
we conceive that for clearing of difficulties, avoiding of offences, 
preſervation of peace, and ſuch like, theſe following DireQions are 
fit to be.obferved. 

In the great and diflicult caſes of Excommunication , whether 
concerning doftrine or converſation, the Claſlicall Presbytery ap- 
on the knowledge thereof, may examine the perſon, confider the 
nature of the offence, with the aggravations thereof : and as they 
ſhall ſee juſt cauſe, may declare and diſcerne that he is to be ex- 
communicated, which ſhall be done by the Elderſhip of that Con- 
gregation whereof he is a member, with the conſent of the Con- 
gregation, in this or the like manner. 

As there ſhall be cauſe, ſeverall publick admicn'tions ſhall be 

| g1Ven: 


third Per- 


party be ; 
abſent, declare thee N. excommunicated , and ſhut out from communion of the ' 


ie (22) * "ic He 
give) to the offender (if he appear) and prayers made for him, 
When the offence is ſo hainous that it cryes to Heaven for 


vengeance , waſteth the conſcience, and is generally ſcandalous, - 


the cenſures of the church may proceed with-more expedition: 
In the admonitions , let the fa& be charged upon the offender, 
with the cleare evidence of the guilt rhereof ; .T hen -let the nature 


of his ſinne, the particular aggravations of it, the puniſhments - 


and curles threatned againſt it, thedanger of impenitency , eſpe- 
cially after ſuch meanes uſed, the wofull condition of then caſt 
out from the favour of God and communion of the Saints, the 
great mercy of God in Chriſtto the penitent, how ready and wil- 
ling Chrilt is to forgive, and the Church to accept him upon his 
ſerious repentance ; Let theſe orthe like particulars be urged up- ' 
on him, outof ſome ſuitable places of the holy Scriptures. 


The fame particulars may be mentioned in Prayer, wherein the 


Lord is to be intreated'to bleſſe this admonition to him,and to af 
te& his heart with the conſideration of theſe things, thereby to 


7 


bring him nnto true repentance, | 


It upon-the-laſt admonition and prayer there be no evidence 
nar ſigne of his repentance, let the dreadtull ſentence of Excom - - 


munication be pronounced, with calling upon thenameof God, in 
theſc'or the like-expreſſions. Fn 3" 29098 


Speak this Whereas thou N. haft been by ſufficient proofe convifted of (here men- 
in the tion the Sin) and, after due admonition and prayer remaineſt obſtinare; - 
without any evidence or. ſigne of true repentance ; Therefore, mm the name ' 


ſon,if the 


of the Lord Feſms Chriſt, and before this Congreg ation, T pronownce and. 
faitbfull. 


Let the prayer accompanying Sentence be to this effett; 2 


That God rho hath appointed this terrible Sentence for removing of ' 
offences, and reducing of obſlinate ſinners, would be preſent with this 
bis ordinamce, to make it effeFuall to all theſe baly ends , for 'which'þe 
hath appointed it, that this ret aining of the offenders finme, and ſits 
ting bim ont of the Church, may fill him with feare and ſhame , and” 
break-bis »bſtinate bearts and be a means to deſtroy the fleſh, and m0 ve-' 
cover him from the power of the devill, that his ſpirit may yet be ſaved,” 
that others alſamay be ſtricken with feare, and not dare to ſinue ſo pre- 


Jumptuouſly - 


&, 
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Jumptuouſly, and that all fuch corrupt leaven bei ed ont of $5 e 
_ Church (which 3; the bouſe of God FTſue Chriſt Abo to Shell 

#ntht midſt of them, ; 

After the denunciation of this Sentence, thepeople are to be 
warned, that they hold him to be caſt out of the communion of 
the Charch, and to ſhun all conmunion with him. Neverthes 
lefle, Excommunication difſolveth not the bonds of civill or natu- 
rall relations, nor exempt. from the duties belonging to them. 

This ſentences likewiſe to be made knqwn, not, only to that, 
bar to any other Claflis or Congregation,as occaſion ſhall require, 
by reaſon of his.abode or converſing with them. 


The order of proceeding to Abſolution, 
T F after excommunication , the ſignes of repentance appear in the 


excommunicated perion, ſuch as godly ſorrow for fin,as having 
thereby incurred Gods heavy diſpleaſure, occaſioned ggefe to his 


| brethren, and juſtly provoked them to caſt him put of their com- 


munion ; together with a full purpoſe of heart co turne from his 
fin unto God, and to reforme what hath been amiſſe in him ; with 
an humble defire of recovering his peace with God and his peo- 
ple, and to be reſtored to the light of Gods countenance, and the 


- communion of the Church ; he is of be brought before the Con- 


regation, and there alfo to make free confeſſion of his fin, with 
| au for it, to call upon God for mercy in Chriſt, to ſeek to be 
reſtored to the communion of the Church; promiling to God new 
ebedience, and to them more holy and circumſpe& walking as be- 
cometh the Goſpell : He is to be pronounced in the Name of 
Chriſt abſolved and free from the cerflures of the Church , and 
declared to have right to all the Ordinances of Chriſt, with prai- 
fing of God for his Grace, and Prayer that he may be fully 'ac- 
cepted to his favouty and heare joy and gladneſle, ro this effeR. 
To praiſe God who delighteth not in the death of a ſinner , but that be 
may repent and live, for bleſſmg the Ordin ice of Excommunic tion, and 
making it effeFuall by hu $; irit, to the recovering of this offender ; To 
magnifie the mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt in pardoning and recei= 


ving to bus favour, the moſt grievons offenders, whenſoever they unfainedly 


| repent and forſake their ſinnes. 


To pray for aſſurance of mercy and forgiveneſſe to this Penitent , and 


. ſo to bleſſe bis Ordinance of Abſolution, that he may finde himſelf looſe a 
) F 


thercby; 


thereky ; and that the Lord w-u'd benceforth. ſaupheld and ftreng/lien bime 
iy bog tbat being ſound indbe faitb, 26 inall miner. of Cone 
verſion; God maybe | L900 cd, theChurch edific , and himſelf Javed for 
the dy of the Lord Foſme.. 


Then ſÞall folfoy the ſeatence of Abſolution, in theſe | 


or the like words. 


_ VP bereas thou N. haſt for thy. finne been ſhut out from the Communion. of 
the ſaitbfull, and baſf now manifeſied thy repent ance, wherein the Charch + 
refteth ſatisfied, In the Name of Fefus Chriſt, before xhis Congregation, + 
I prenence and declare thee abſolved from the ſentence of Excommunica.. 
tion formerly denounced againſt thee, -and doreceive thee to the Communie 
on of the Church, and the free uſe of all the Ordinances of Chriſt , that 
thou mayeft be partakers of «lH bis benefits to thy eternall ſaluations *& 


&fter this Sentence of Abſolution, the Miniſter ſpeaketh to him 
as toa Brother, exhorcing him to watch and pray,.or comforting 
him,if there be need, + ws "ans embrace him, and the whole Con- 
gregation -holdeth communion with him as one of their own. 

Ichoughit be the duty of Paſtors and other ruling officers to 
uſe all diligence and vigitaney both by DoRrine and Diſcipline res 
ſpeRtively. for the preventing and purging out ſuch Ecrors,Herefies, | 
Schiſmes, and ſcandals, as tend to the detriment and diſturbance- 
of the Church : Yet becauſe ir may fall out through. the pride 
and fubbornneſſe of offenders, that-theſe meanes alone will not 
\ becficQuall to that purpol: ; Ir is therefore neceſlary,after all this 
to implore the aid of the Civill Magiſtrate, who ought toulſe his 

coercive power for the ſuppreſſing of a!l ſuch-offences ,, and vindie 
cating the diſcipline of the Church from comtempe.. 


of ordination of Miniſters, 


| 2 rg no man ought to take upn him-the office of a Miniſter 
of the W- rd without a Jawfull Call, therefore, Ordination 
which is the ſulemne ſetting apart of a perſon, unto ſome publike 

Church office. js alwaies to be continued in the Church. | 
V\ hen he who is to be ordained Miniſter, hath been firſt duely 
examined tonching his fitnefſe, both for life and Minilteriall abili- 
ties, according to the rules of the Apoitle, by thoſe who are to 
. ordaine 


EWA , - APE oe 
riinctim,, at hath been by them approved 3 He'is then to 
be ordained By impoſition of hands and prayer with faſting. But 


if any perfon be foknd nnfit, he is not to be ordained. 


It is agreeable to the Word. and very expedient, that ſixch as are 
to be ordained Miniſters be defigned to fome particalar Charch, 
or other Miniſterfafcharge.' a9 jr : 
'  Ordination'is the aCt of a Presbyterie unto which the power of 

ordering the whole worke belongs ; yet ſo as that the preaching 
'Presbyters orderly aſſociated enther in Cities, or m _nejghbouring 
"vAlages, are thoſe to whon che impoſition of hands doth appet= 
in, forthofe' Congregations within-their bounds ref} rcrabn 


And chenfor ir is very requiſite thar no fingle Congregati 
which can conveniently affoctate, do aſſume to ic ſelf all and ſole 
power in Ordinetion. . 

Na or perſons may or ought to nominate, appoint , or 


_ chaiſe any man to be a Miniſter for a Congregation, whio is not fir 


and able forthat worke': And if anyunfit man be nominated to 
the Claflicall Presbytery, they are to refuſe to admit him. - 
Whenany Miniſter is to be ordained for a particular Congre- 
gation, ortranflated from one place to ancitr; the people of 
that Cangregation.to which he'is tobe ordainedor admitted,ſhall 
havenotice of it, and if they fbew Juſt caufe of exception againſt 
him, he is not. to be ordained or admitted, And in the meane time 
till onebe admitted, the Presbytery ſhall provide for the ſupply of 
the Congregation. _ | a, 

The. Congregation, if they conceive themſelves wronged by 
any at of the Presbytery, ſhall have liberty to appeal to the* next 
Synod, which upon hearing of the matcer, ſball judge as the cauſe 


ſhall require. 
The Direory for Ordination of Miniſters. 


Iz being manifeſt by the Word of God that: no man ought to 
:take upan him the office of a Miniſter of the Goſpel! untill: he 
be lawfully called and ordained thereunto; and that the work of 
Ordinatibn is'to be performed'with all dgeccare. wiidame, gravi- 
ty, and ſolemnity.; we hymbly tender thelt Dice&tiqus as requiſite 
ro be obſerved. | | 
He.that is to be ordained, being either nominated by the peo- 


ple,or otherwiſe commended to the Presbytery tor any place, mutt 
RET #2 addreſſe 


W— 
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addrefſe himſelfe to the Presbytery,. and bring. with hfqp a ect. 
moniall of his raking the Covenanbof the three; Kin ms, of his 
diligenceand proficiency in his Studies, what degrecs he hath ta- 
| ken in the Univerſity, and what hath been the time of his abode 


, 


there, and withall of; bis. age, which is to be foure and. twenty 
'yeares, but eſpecially of his life and coverſation. . 
- > 2 Which being conſidered by the Presbyterie; they are to pro- 
ceed to enquire touching the Grace of God.in him, and whether 
| he be of ſuch holinefle of life as is requiſite in- a. Miniſter of the 
' Goſpel : And to examine him touching his learning and ſafficien- 
Cy : and touching the evidences of his calling ,co the holy Miniſte- 
ry, and in particular his fair and dire& calling to that place: . 


The Rutesfor examination are theſe.. - _.: 
1 That tht pariy be dealt with ina brotherly. way, with mildneſſe of 
ſpirit, and with ſpeczall reſpett to the gravity, modeſly,' and; quality of 
exery one, | | | | 

'2 He ſhall be examined touching his skll-in the Originall tongues, 
and the tryall to be made, by reading the Hebrew aud Greek Teſtament s, 
and, rendring ſome pmrtion of them into Latine ; and if be be defedive in 
them, enquiry ſhall be made the more ſtriftly after his other learning, and 
whoter bath 511 in Logick and Philaſophy. | 

3 What Authors in Divinity he hath read, and is. beft acquainte 
with ; And tryall ſhall be made of his knowledge in the chief grounds of 
Religion, and of his ability to defend the Orthodox Doftrine contained in 
them, againſt all unſound and erronious opinions, eſpecially. thoſe. of the 
preſent age : of his. skall in the fence and meaging of ſuch places of Scrip= 
twre as ſhall be propoſed to him, in caſes of Conſcience, in the Chronologie 
of Scripture, and the Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory. | 

4. 1f be hath not preached in publike, with approbation of. ſuch as are 
able-to judge, he fhall at a competent time aſſigned him, expound before the 
Pregbitery ſuch aplace. of Scripture as ſhall be given him,. 

5 He ſhall alſo within a competens time, frame a diſcourſe. in Latine, 
pon ſuch 2 Common place or Controver fie in Divinity as ſhall he aſſigned 
him, and exhibite to the Presbyterie ſuch Theſes as expreſſe the ſumme 
thereof, and maintaine a Diſpute upon them, | 

6 He ſhall Preach hefore the People, the Prerhyterie or ſome of the Ai- 
niſters of the Word appointed by them, being preſent. 

7. The proportion of his gifts in relation to the place unto which he is 
called, ſball be conſidered. 83 Beſide 


2 


te 
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- 8 Befide the triall of bis gifts is Poecbing, be ſhall wndergoe an exa- 
mination in the premiſſes wo ſeverall dayes or more, if the Presbyterie 
ſhall judge it neceſſary. | 

; 9 And as for himthat bath been formerly ordained a Miniſter, and is 
go be removed.to another charge, he ſþall bring a Tcſtimoniall of his Ordie 
nation, 'and of his abilities and converſation, whereupon. his fitneſſe for 
tbat place ſhall be tryed by bis Preaching there, and ( if it ſhall be judged 
neceſſary ) by a further examination of him. | 


- 3.In all which he being approved, he is to be ſent to the Church 
where he i3 to ſerve, there to Preach three ſeverall dayes, and to 
conyerle with the people, that they :may have triall of his gifts 
for their edification, and may have time and occaſion to inquire 
into, and the better to know his life and converſation. y 
-,,4, Intthe laſt of theſe three dayes appointed for the triall of his 
gifts in Preaching, there ſhall be ſent from the Presbitery to the 
Congregation a. publike.jntimation. in. w:iting,. which ſhall 
publixely read before the people, and after affixed to the Churc 
door, To lignifie that ſuch a day-a competent number of the Mem-. 
bers of that Congregation nominated by themſelves, ſhall appeare 
before the Presbyterie, to give their conſent and approbation to 
ſuch a man to be their Minitter : Or otherwiſe to put in with all 
Chriſtian diſcretion and meeknetſe, what exceptions they have a- 
gainſt him. And ifupon the day appointed, there be no juſt excep- 
tion againſt him, but the people give their conſent, then the Preſ- 
byterie ſhall proceed to Ordination. 

5 Upon the dayappointed for Ordination, which is to be per- 
formed in that Church where he that is to be.ordained is to ſerve. 
A ſolemne faſt ſhall be. kept by the Congregation, that they may 
the more earneſtly joyne in prayer for a bleſſing upon the ordi- 
nance of Chriit, and the labours of his Servants for their good, 
The Presbyterie.ſhall come to the place, or at leaſt three or foure 
Miniſters ot the. Wor.{ ſhall be. ſent thithe: from the Presbyterie, - 
of which one appointed by the Presbyterie, ſhall Preach to the 
people concerning the office and duty of the Minitters of Chriſt, - 
and how the people ought to receive them for their works ſake. 

6 After the Sermon, the Minilter who hath Preached, ſhall in 
the face of the Congregation demand of him who is now to be 
ordained concerning his faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and his perſwaſton 


of the Truth of the Reformed. Religion according to the Scrip-- 
| ture 3: 


'rarez. h's fincere intentions all ends in deſiringeo enrer3ueo this 


Cal}'-g; his diligence in Praying, Reading, Meditacion, Preach» 


jng, winifrirg the Sacraments, on. md. : alt other 
M:niſterial! dutics towa: d his charge cal and M in 
waintainj:: g che Truth of the Goipel,, and Unity of the Church 


mily may beunblameable and examples to the flock ; his - 
and humility in weekneffe. of Spirit to ſubmit unty the 


ety may eu and Schitme; his care that bimſclfe and his Fa+ 


- 


refolucion to continue in his duty againſt all croubies and perfe- 
 » Tnall which having declared himſelf, profeſſed his willing - 
neſs and promiſed or. bonnet by the helpof God. The 
Difter likewiſe ſhall demand of the people concerning their wit- 
lingneſſe to receive and acknowledge him as the Miniſter -of 
Chriſt, and to obey and ſubmit unto him, as having rule over 

«1 in the Lord, and to-majntaine, encourage, and afliſt him in 

the parts of his office. h FER. Ne B | 

$ Which being mutually promiſed by the people, the Presbyte= 
ry, or the Miniſters ſent from them for Ordination,ſhall ſolemnly 
ſer him apartto the Office and Work of the Miniſtry, by tayjng 
their hands on bim, which is to be accompanied with a ſhort 
Prayer, or Blefling to this ef, 


Thank fully ehnlodging the great mercy of God, in ſending Jefus 
Chri for the Redemption.cf bis Peopley and for his aſcention to the right 
hand of the. Father, and thence pouring out bis Spirit, and giving gifts 
2) Men, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Prophets, Paſtors, and Teachers, for the 
gathpring and —_— of bis Church, and for fitting and enclining 
this man to this great Work ; To entreat him 10 fill bim with his holy 
Spirit, to give him (. whom in his Name we thus ſet apart to this holy 
Service ) to fulfill the Work of bis Miniſtry in all things, that he may 
both ſave him{elfe and the People committed to his charge, ; 


9 This or the like forme, of Prayer or Bleſſing being ended, ler 
the Miniſter. «ho Preached, briefly exhort him to conſider the 
greatneſſe of his Office and Work, the danger of negligence both 
to himſelte and his people, the Blefling which will accompany 
his faithfulnefle in this life and that to come; And withall ex- 
hort the People to carry themſelves to him as to their Mirifter in 

the 


monitions of his Brethren. and Diſcipline of the Church, and fils 


_ 
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the Loxd according totheir folemne promiſe made before. Aad'@» 
hp oper nork commenuding Him and his Fluck tw the grace of. 


prayer E 
d.  Aficr the finging of a P!alme, kerhe Aﬀembly be diſmiſſed: 
no If a er toa egation,who hat | 
xmerly ordained Preabyter according to the forme of Ordina- 


" gion which: hath been in the Church of Exglond, which we hold 


for ſubſtance - to be valid, and not to be diſclaimed by any. whe- 
have received it; Then there being a camtious proceeding in-mat- 
ter. of examination, let him be admitted akboue any new Or- - 
dination. 

11 And in cafe any perfon already ordained Miniſter in Scot- 
Land, or in any reformed Church, be defigned to a Congregation 
in England, be isto. bring. from that Church to the Pregbyte 
here, within which that Congregation is, a fufficient Teſtimoniall 
of his Ordination, of his lite and converſation while he lived. 
with. chem, and of the cauſes of his removall ; and to undergoe- 
ſuch a triall of his ficnefſe and ſufficiency ; And to have the ſame 
courſe h21d with him in other particulars, as is ſet downe-in the 
rule immediatly going before touching examination & admiſſion. 

I2 That Recordsbe carefully kept in the ſeverall Presbyteries 
of the Names of the preqns Ordzined with their Teſtimonials, 
the time and place of their Ordination, of the Presbyters who 
did-impoſe hands-upon them, and of the charge to which they 
areappointed, 

13 That no Money or gift of what kinde ſoever (ball be recei- 
yed from the perſon to be ordained, or from any on his behalte 
for Ocdination, 0: ought elſe belonging to it, by any of the Preſ- 
bytery, or any appertaining to any of them, upon what prerence 
ſoever. ; | 

Thus fur the ordinary rules and contfe of Ordinatioen in the ordinary 
way. Toat which concernes the extraordinary way, requifite to be 
now Pratt: ſed, followeth " 

1 In theſe preſent exigencies,while we cannot: have any Presby 
tecies formed up to their whule power and worke, and that ma- 
ny Miniiters are to be ordainef for the Service of the Armies and 
Navie, and to many Congregations where there is no Miniiter at 
all, and wh-.ie ( by reaſon ot the publike troubles) the people 
cannot either themſelves enq:ire out and finde one, wh» nay be a 
faichfull M:;niſter for them, or bave any with ſatety tent unto 

them 
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them forfuch a ſolemn vali befoes mentioned in the or<. * 
dinary rules, eſpecially when there-'can be no Presbytery neere 
unto them, towhom they niay addrefle themſelves, or which may 
come or ſend. eo them a fit man to, be ordained in that Congres 
gation, and for that people. And yet notwithſtanding it is requi» 
ſite that Miniſters be ordained for them, by ſome who being ſet 
apart themſelves tor the worke of the Miniſtry; have power to 
joyne in the ſetting apart of others who are found fit and wor- 
thy : In theſe caſes, uncill by :Gods bleſling the aforeſaid diff- 
culties may be in fome oo meaſure'removed, let ſome godly 
Miniſters in or about the City of Londew, be deligned by publike 
authority, who being affociated may ordaine Miniſters tor the 
City, and the Vicinicy, keeping as neere to the ordinary rules 
forementioned as poſſibly they may- And let this affociation be 
for no other intent or purpoſe, but onely for the worke of O:di- 
nation. ' 

2 Let the like affociation be made by the ſame authority in 

reat Towns and the neighbouring Pariſhes in the ſeverall Coun- 
ties, which are at the prelent quiet and undiſturbed, to doe the - 
like for the parts adjacent, | 

3 Let ſuch as are choſen or appointed for the ſervice of che 
Armies or Navie be ordained as aboveſaid by the affociated Mini- 
fters of London, or ſome others in the Countries. | 

4 Let them do the like when any man fliall duly and Jawfully 
be recommended to.them for the Miniſtry of any Congregation, 
who cannot enjoy liberty to have a tryall of his __ and abili- 
ties, and defire the help of ſuch Miniſters ſo aſfociated tor the 
better furniſhing of them with a Perſon,as by them ſhall be judged 
fit for the ſervice of that Church and people: 


7 elizs Burges Prolocutor, pro tem pore, 
| #7 Koborongh, Scrib. 
' Moniran Byfield, Scrib. 
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